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¦ouit rniZK CONTEST.

Thoiprizo contest inaugurated in Tmk
^Pimks.nearly a month ago was recently
liroußht to a close. It called out a

multitude of suggestions for the im¬
provement, and benefit of Roanoke. all
.of them good, many of them far above
the mark and several presenting: sug¬
gestions which deserve serious consid¬
eration at the hands of the public.
As previously announced all the com¬

munications were submitted to a com¬

mittee of three gentlemen, each ^promi¬
nent and wull known citizen of Roanoke.
'whose joint verdict, was to be final and
irrevocable. This committee was com¬
posed of City Solicitor T. \Y. Miller, Dr.
A. Z. Kölner, and Captain J. 11. Win-
gate.
They met, and their chairman in¬

forms Thr Timks of the result of their
¦deliberations. In the first place, they
felt called upon to set aside a large
number of suggestions for public im¬
provements on which the city govern¬
ment had already taken action. This
narrowed the Held considerably.
Several suggestions then came to the

front as candidates for honor, but finally
.one was selected upon which the com¬

mittee united as being, on the whole,
the best of all. It was, that capital
should seek investment in building up
more wholesale houses in Roanoke. We
reprint it:

KOll WHOLESALE lloUSES.
To Tiik Eoitou ok Tiik Times: Iftthe capi¬

talists would put their money into t lie erection
of buildings for wholesale houses, Kreut good
would .accrue to Itonnotcc. As was shown by
interviews in Tun Timks recently, the estab¬
lishment of wholesale shoe and dry goods
houses would add largely to our trade, by en¬
abling merchants to buy all their goods in lloa¬

nokc, <;. n. t».
We-desire to state that the committee

did not know the name of the contribu¬
tor of the suggestion, nor will they until
it appears in Tin: Timks of this morning.
Neither did they know the name of any
other contributor. The successful con¬
tributor is Dr. S. B. Thompson, of :.'o^
Eighth avenue, southwest. Dr. Thomp¬
son is a recent comer to Roanoke, but he
has grasped the situation with remark¬
able readiness. He is already a sub¬
scriber to Tiik Timks, but will be
credited with a year's subscription.

Tiik Timks reporter was unable to ex¬
tract an interview from Dr. Thompson,
except the terse statement that "any¬
one who couldn't see that Roanoke's sit¬
uation at the convergence of four val¬
leys made it u natural commercial cen¬
ter was blind." The doctor is a gradu¬
ate of Jefferson .Medical College and
comes here with a fine reputation as a

physician and surgeon.

STKEK IN Tili: SOI ill.

The opinion of William WhitwcH,
ono of the great English iron masters,
that with pure fuel Cranberry ores will
make almost perfoet iron, and of an¬
other prominent visitor that Bessemer
steel can also 1m? made from those ores,
is in part corroborative of the fixed
opinions held by the iron smelters of
tho Southern iron belt.
The field of invention has no certain

limit. What to-day is beyond our range
to-morrow is in our hand. Some day
wherever iron is steel will be made.
"Wherever a clay bank is aluminum
¦will bo produced. We are only at tl o
beginning of the age of metal. This
section has as good coking coals as thero
is in tho country, railroads will give us
the Cranberry ores, or tho fine Cuban

ores, and we arc going tho make stool
eventually.

In tho meanwhile the safest field for
iron development has been pointed out

by Sir .lames Kitson, who advises the
establishment of pipe factories, stove
foundries and similar industriell for
wheso products we have a largo and

hungry homo market.

IN HONOR OK TilI'KMAN.

Tho dinner which will be given at

Columbus, Ohio, by tho Thuruian Club,
November 13, in honor of UlC seventy-
seventh birthday of lion. Allen O.
Thurman, will bo a notable occasion.
One thousand guos'.s will sit down, in¬
cluding nearly Overy leading Democrat
in the country who can attend. The
railroads have given special rates for
that dato, and the souvenirs will bo
something notable.

If the Democratic party pulls through
all right a week from next Tuesday it
will be a love feast: if it doesn't it will
lie a consolation TOCO. The tiling is
fixed to work either way.

OUR GOSSIPfiR.

The London World, tho jouraal par
excellence of the british Aristocracy,
with a capital A, relates in sTtbstance
the following: A Scottish lord recently,
acting upon tbe idea that a gv*>d woman
is worth her weight in gold, gave as a

wedding dower to euch of h*s daughters
their weight in erne pound notes. The
eldest accordingly received fifty thou¬
sand pounds,>or a quarter of a million
dollars; tlie second daughter, being
stouter and .taller, received fifty-five
thousand pounds. I'ossäbly tho young
lords of Scotland will hereafter choose
their wives'by weight.
A voice Jrom South Dakota; Senator

Pettigrow'Kays, "Women aro superior to
men iu Kill save strength."

Yonsg woman, do you want to be beau¬
tiful? Then tako ojrercise, sleep ten
hours, take a daily cold bath, and lastly,
"Look ploasant."
Miss Ella Ewing, of Fairmont, Va.,

has broken tho record on feet. Her shoo
measure* 15Jj' inches in length, and
inches in width at the ball of the foot,
and there is enough leather in ono of
tho heels to build five pairs of ordinary
ladies' shoes.

The bill for ttio shoeing
or stately Miss Ewin^,
Will bo some man's undoing.

We learn from good authority that
Queen Victoria takes her medicine in
whisky; we were under the impression
that she took it inside her.

***

Straw hats and overcoats

W-h-h-how! Please shut that door.

Our race is declining, so say the
savants, hence the scarcity of blondes,
a type indicative of high raca develop¬
ment.

Tho Philadelphia Record, in a recent
issue, informs us that it is possiblo to
fry apples. Every ole culled Chloo in
Virginia knew that long befo' de wall.

«#*

Are you furnishing a new house?
Remember that a good engraving is
much bettor than a poor painting, and
remember that ono really good thing
adorns a room and cultivates tho taste
far more than any number of inferior
pictures.
Thoro is a rage for etchings.

MM
Are you getting your trousseau re:.Oy?

Then do not refer to your "traveling
suit;" say ."my going-away-gown," and
do not speak of your expected - bridal
tour:" say "my wedding journey."
An old fashion in wedding cards has

been revived.that of tieing the two to¬
gether with a silver cord.

***

A lady, of Lexington, Ky., while out
for a walk, was disturbed by some hard
substance in her shoe. On investiga¬
tion, says tho Lexington Press, it proved
to be a diamond earring which hail been
misplaced while she was dressing. We
V. F. V.'s call them corns.

***

The train of a wedding dress worn by
a London beauty last week was of while
silk, lined with satin, and hung loose
from the shoulders, fastened by ropes of
white silk and silver.

Mr. Douglas Grant's bride held a
silver-bound prayer-book during tho
performance of the marriage ceremony.
Bridal prayer books are bound in white

suedo.
<:-»*

For a golden weddirg, use golden rod,
yellow asters, marigolds, and oilier yel¬
low (lowers for decorating dining room,
hall and parlor.
The tops of long glovos are useful in

making many fancy articles.
**#

A prominent journal says that in our

large cities saleswomen with good fig¬
ures receive much higher salaries for
trying on dresses and cloaks than women
with a university education can hope to
earn in any intellectual profession. Yet
this is the nineteenth century.

*-*¦*

Do not buy an expensive fur capo un¬

less you can afford to get another hand¬
some wrap. Tbe capes art! pretty and
stylish, but, in very cold weather, have
an incomplete out-at-elbow look, how¬
ever comfort«nle they may be in reality.

IM
Who decreed that mirrors shall be

banished from washstands? We hoped
that such . soul-satisfying fashion

would lust forever, yet it is difficult (
this season to Red a stund with mirror I
attached at the furniture stores.

MM

Another man has furnished statistics
to prove that baldheadedness and Intel-
lcctuality go together. This time it is
n barber in one of our large Northern
cities. Alas', our full suit of hair would
forever stamp us aamediocre in the eyes
of that august person who trims the
hair of the upper ten.

More than oneo we have beard some

young woman say in the privacy of con¬

fidential intercourse: "Oh, but 1 do not,
want to go to college, and then tg tho
university^ because men do not like '

highly educated women," and wo ^>lt
liko replying, "My dear friend, you
have heard some one say that men do
not like too brilliant women, 'out that
remark does not apply to brilliancy
such as yours, which could never, under
any circumstances, sot tho Roanoke
river on lire. Such women as Margaret,
Fuller or Maria Mitchell would make
most men feel stMull; but take our ad¬
vice and develop your little brain by a

good college course, if possible, and you
will he all the. more attractive to men
of sense. It is true that the 'Vassnr
girl marries late, but marries well.' "

MM
There are no longer nurse girls or

house girls; in tho language of fashion
all women servants are ''maids."

¦H-K*

A certain Benedict was absorbed in
his newspaper for a half hour after tea;
suddenly we beard him say. "The Lord
Ikj thanked!" The cause of his ejacu¬
lation ,vas this item in the woman's
column: "Pillow shams are not to bo
used this season."

Many have obeyed fashion's mandate
in rogard to pillows by putting them out
of sight altogether. For a bed without
pillows get a pretty cretonne cover and
make of the same material a bolster
case to slip over tho white one. Make
the cretonne case largo enough to tie
prettily at each end with a bow of rib¬
bon. Tho outer cover is removed at
night.
Helen Dauvray says, "Petticoats are

good enough for women," but the woidd-
be-stylish girl goes on appropriating
various items of male attire.the last
article that she has taken from her un¬

protected brother is tho smoking jacket
as a house garment.

Halm leaves are pretty for decorative
purposes, they can be mode pliable by
steaming, and can then be bent into a

variety of shapes.
The latest club organized for women

in New York is "The Twinkle Club."
The leading woman's club in that city
is the Sorosis, which has long been an

established social feature. Is there not
some woman In Roanoke with brains,
wealth and leisure who will organize a

woman's club here? Such an organiza¬
tion would develop feminine talent and
crystali/.e society.
Miss Annie Camtnack. the heiress to

81,000,000, was married in Baltimore a

few days ago to Arlington llardcsty, a

young blacksmith. Cause.true love.

1'ut a tea-ball into tbo tea-pot, pour
in hot water and you have tea for two.

* >*

It is time to begin thinking of Thanks¬
giving turkey.

***

If you intend to buy two fall gowns, let
one of them he of rough Scotch stuff,
bourette, or (loecy woolen of some kind.

***

A pretty piano or hall lamp may be
made at a small cost, and with little
trouble. Take an ordinary table lamp
with tiny kind of metallic base and soft
tinteil shade. Got a small post of pine
or any cheap word about four and a half
or five feet high. On each end of the
post, fasten circular pieces of polished
black wood, two thicknesses giving it a

more solid appearance. Cover the pine
with embossed bronzed wall-paper; give
the column one coat of varnish; fasten
the lamp securely to the top, and secure
the pedestal to the floor.

*#*

Miss Julia Magrudcr: a daughter of
the late General .lohn B. Magrudcr, of
the Confederate army, has begun a serial
in tho New York Ledger for October.
The story, ".lephtbah's Daughter," is
highly complimented by tho prcsa in
general. Miss Magrudcr has many
friends in Virginia, who will doubtless
straightway become subscribers to the
Ledger for tho pleasure of reading a

story from her pen; she is as delightful
in print as charming in person.

Hot gaiter tops to match your street
suit.

This is the season at which a man
would feel grate-ful if coal wero not so
high.
The social event of tho year in Bed¬

ford City will he the marriage of Miss
G reichen Parr to Mr. 0. C. bell in the
near future. Miss Harr belongs to a

( family noted for the beauty of its women,
is an exquisite blonde with a pretty fig-
uro. and dances like a fairy. Mr. Bell
is one of the leading young business men
of that busy place.
Tho New York papers say that fruit is

cheap there.California poachiSS, Florida
oranges, apples and Concord grapes, tho
latter four cents a pound.

Hi
Mr. and Mrs. drover Cleveland spend

Sunday in the orthodox way; attend
church and do not accept invitations to
Sunday teas and receptions.

MARVKL.OU8 MAX MEADOWS.

Tho First Day's Salon Foot up tho St AXlfrSum or 8275,000.
Max Mkadows. Va., Oot. ?:>. _r.Spo-ciulj.Tho total salos of lo u8 to-dayfoot up tho magnificent flgc 4<08 0» 3375 .

000. Only thoso wero p-jt up on Whic'h
there wore u>oro than ono appHt!!int OIl
tho company's list.N Ag R natul.al ro.
suit tho bidding waa Bharp ThQ pri008roauzou wc 0 invariably above tho listPrlCG?i a"a ^ot infrequently over 100per cent, u^JOVtV| tho average hoing fullyifw ?°*jfc« ft*ove tho list.

*-'"jtKs reporter was on tho spot.
1
* estate agents were thick' and buyersP.'nty all tho way from Rristol on tho

"west to Uuena Vista and l.ynchburg to
to the North and East, The sales did
not begin until 1:30 owing to the non-
arrival of train No. 1, and closed only a
few minutes before tbe train left at 0
o'clock. As samples of tho way prices
wont, many lots started at 8500 wore
knocked down at from $1,200 to $1,500
and the highest, which started at STac,
was bid up to SI.730 without a break.
Thoso present for tho first timo ex¬

pressed themselves very strongly as to
to tbe beauty of the place and at. the ev¬
idences of substantial growth already
present.

Express directions were given tbe
auctioneer to knock down the lots quick¬ly, as the company did not desire to have
prices run up to unreasonable figures.
Tho officers of the company who were
present expressed themselves as more
than satisfied with the result of the
sales.
Tho sales were conducted by Mr. Win.

D. I'annell. of Norfolk, and Thus, Pan-
nell, of Petersburg, two of the best
auctioneers in the South.

P. 11. Kemp »t Co., sold 515.000 of the
total. W. E. W.

Oooil Ounucry l'ructlro.
Washington, Oct. 25..[Special]--Dia-

grams of the first target prac.tico on tho
new cruiser Philadelphia have just
reached the Navy Department. The
practice was at Gardiner's bay, October
4, with 0-inch. 3-inch and 1-inch rapid-
fire guns, and the results were remarka¬
ble. At ono rango of 1,000 yards (X) of
02 shots were lodged in an exact verti
cal line extending twenty feet above the
water line, which means that every ono
of them would have hit an ordinary war
vessol in. very nearly tho same place.

A Oroat Truth Well Put.
From the Itichmond Dispatch.
Roanoke is a great place. The vital¬

ity of it is wonderful and the growth
amazing, While other people are talk¬
ing they are working. In nootherplaco
with which we aro acquainted is a good
idea or worthy suggestion so quicklyseized orso rapidly materialized. Hotels
railroads, manufactories, and all sorts of
business drift that way, or if it does not
its energetic committees go out and layhold of it and bring it in.
The history of Roanoke tolls what tbe

Virginians of this city are capable of.
True, the city never would have been
what it is but for the Norfolk and West¬
ern Railroad Company; but it is like-
wise true that the company never would
have been encouraged to pile in there
and therealMjuts money upon money had
they not seen in the community those
evidences of thrift and progrcssivenoss
which gave assurance that their invest¬
ments would prosper.
The Dispatch wants to see every por¬tion of the commonwealth increase in

population and wealth and rejoices t hat
we have within our borders such a city
as Roanoke.

Mronins & Brush
110 Commrrce street.

Our Opening is Over.
We are now ready withcomplete lines

of new dress goods in every deportment.

Dress Goods is our Specialty.
We have the handsomest collection of

novelties, plaids, stripes and plain ma¬
terials of every sort ever opened in
Roanoke.
Our assortment is equal to those of

large cities. Our prices are correct, and
you can do better shopping with us than
you can in tho city.

Ho sure to see our line of silks and
black and colored dress goods.

Ladies' cloaks, Misses' cloaks and
children's cloaks of every sort now-
ready. Tho garments shown by us

represent tho latest conceits of the
mode, and every garment is made in a
thorough and most stylish manner.
You will lind our prices correct.

UNDERWEAR, UNDERWEAR
Of all sorts from lowest grades to best
qualities. Ladies' heavy, Jersey ribbed
vests at 25 cents. Mens' good heavy
merino shirts at 25 cents. Children's
vests from 15 cents up.
We have all grades in white, natural

wool, scarlet, etc., for ladies, gentlemen
and children.

Bargains in blankets comforts and
counterpanes.

Heironimus t Brush.
tf

Nininger, Bandy & Co.,
Real estate agents, first floor Times

Building,

Persons listing property with us can

be certain that it will have careful at¬

tention. Correspondence solicited.

HOUSEKEEPERS, HOTEL PROPRIETORS,
And everybody that buys groceries,

LOOK TO YOUR INTERf
You want to savo your money by buying where the

-f>:rio:es -A-Zrie low
And the stock largo and varied to select from.

EVERYTHING YOU WANT TO EAT*
Pure and fresh, can be had by calling.

Lu S- Bie-CJG-XI,
Jefferson street. Groceryman. tt\

§ \ "TS
LUOl

GO £

AIRS. GILMER'S SCHOOL
^OIES ^OTTZfcTO- .LA.ZDIBSj

120 FOURTH AVENUE, S. W., ROANOKE, VIRGINIA.
Thorough instruction in all departments. Primary, intermediate andsenior in English. Mathematics and languages. Advantages also in music,drawing, painting and elocution. Address for catalogue,jyltiwod&sun-t MRS. PATTY L. (1ILMER

HOTEL ROANOKE,
Roanoke, Va.

MAPLE SHADE
Pulaski City, Va.

BLUEFIELD
Bluefield, W. Va.

The above houses offer superior accommodations to the travel¬
ling public. Sample rooms for commercial men.

Pred B. IToster, ^x^Ea^xxa^grer-

H. SSLVERTHORN
IMPORTER AND REPAIRER OP

ZFinSTIE WATCHES

Our Repairing Department
Is in charge of the very finest workmcr that can bo had. and wo guaranteed io

work which cannot be duplicated in the city. Send your watches to

SILVERTHORWS
AND GET FIRST-CLASS WORK.

3Li- 33- EETJLfx", Z^a.n.a.g-er-

For heavy-weight suits and

FALL
GhO TO

FRANK BROS.,
TeffexsorL Street- «

Geyer's Tailoring Parlors.
Our stock having been destroyed by fire, we have just

received an entire new line of goods which we should be
glad to have our patrons and the people of Roanoke,
generally, call and examine. No trouble to show goods.

tf

J. R. GREENE & CO ,

SUCCESSORS TO

Duffey & Greene,
Aro now selling out their immense stock of

Spring and Summer Clothing
COST,

Preparatory to removing in their new and elegant storo rooms on Jefferson,
street next to tho Times building. Go and see them; they

will treat you right.


